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Medicine Lodge 620-930-1000

Stanion Wholesale Electric: Business
Continuity 1s a High Priority

In 2007 Stanion Wholesale
Electric, Inc. (Stanion) be-
gan planning to expand its
headquarters to accommo-
date its rapidly growing
business. Stanion’s corpo-
rate data center is in Pratt
and like many businesses
they had a modest vision for
the new data center — build
a room to terminate all of
the data and voice commu-
nications wiring and house
racks for over 29 servers.
Kevin Hamm, the IT Man-
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As a result of corporate
consolidation, Stanion has
36 employees in Pratt that
have been working in two
separate locations since
2000. Their plans for the
new headquarters building
are to office all of their Pratt , | S
employees in the same ) R VRS
building and construct a Kevin Hamm explains how the Greensburg

tornado reshaped Stan
corporate data center capa-

continuation planning.
ble of surviving an EFS tor-
nado. Construction of the
new headquarters building

in the middle of 2007. Al-
though the structure is
mostly finished, like most
corporate or residential con-
struction projects, there re-
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ager for Stanion told us,
“the devastation caused by
the Greensburg tornado on
May 4th, 2007 brought into
sharp focus the need for
secure and survivable com-
munications for our busi-
ness.” This is especially
true for a business the size
of Stanion with 235 em-
ployees in 17 branches lo-

do before the move-in date
of November 28, 2008.

The EF5 rated data center
that Stanion eventually built
has 13 inches of reinforced
concrete on its roof and 8
inch solid reinforced con-
crete walls. It consists of
three rooms — a file storage
facility, the data center, and
a business continuity office

for employees to use during
catastrophic events. The
100KW diesel generator is
housed in its own room ad-
jacent to the data center.
Although Stanion used the
same diligence to make the
generator room as disaster
proof as the data center, it is
not as secure as the data
center due to the ventilation
requirements of the genera-
tor during operation. How-
ever, their engineers and
architects helped them de-
sign a space that will sur-
vive all but the most dan-
gerous winds.

Continued on Page 2...

SCTelcom Launches Fiber-to-the-Home
Expansion in Medicine Lodge

SCTelcom hosted a free
meal on Saturday October
18th in Medicine Lodge to
celebrate it’s plans to deploy
fiber cable facilities to two
more neighborhoods in Medi-
cine Lodge.

Fiber allows SCTelcom to
provide high quality and very
fast Internet service along
with their traditional voice
offerings. Steve Davis the
General Manager of SCTel-

com stated, “the areas we are
getting ready to construct in
have traditionally been under-
served by the incumbent tele-
phone company. We will be
very happy, once our con-
struction is complete, to de-
liver incomparable high-
speed Internet and voice ser-
vices to the residents of these
neighborhoods. Additionally,
SCTelcom is proud of its
roots. We are a local com-

pany and employ folks from
the communities we serve to
provide the excellent cus-
tomer service that rural
America deserves.”

This project is just a part of
SCTelcom’s long term plans
to overbuild Medicine Lodge
with its own cable facilities.
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Leadership Through Learning Program
Available to High School Juniors

FRED College
Scholarships Available

Apply for a once in a lifetime
chance to spend an expense paid
week in Washington D.C. to learn
about government, civic affairs and
the telecommunications industry.

The Leadership Through Learning
Program is sponsored by the Founda-
tion for Rural Education and Devel-
opment (FRED) and the National
Exchange Carrier Association
(NECA). SCTelcom is a member of
both organizations and is very eager
to see our own customer’s daughters
and sons take advantage of this excel-
lent opportunity.

Drop by one of our offices — Pratt or
Medicine Lodge — to pick up an ap-
plication and review the eligibility
requirements. The application
deadline is December 8, 2008

~ )

Several scholarships worth up to
$2,500 are available from the Foun-
dation for Rural Education and De-
velopment (FRED) program for high
school seniors and existing college
students.

The top FRED scholarship applicant
in the country will receive the
Everette Kneece Return to Rural
America Scholarship in the amount
of $5,000.

Please be sure to stop by one of our
offices—Pratt or Medicine Lodge—
to pick up an application and review
the eligibility requirements.

The application deadline is Mon-
day, February 16, 2009.
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e Virus Protection
e Anti - Spam

¢ Remote Back-up
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e Restores information within hours
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Lock UP
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Stanion Wholesale Electric: Business Continuity continued...
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SCTelcom played into Stanion’s
plans for the data center due to the
quality and economic high speed data
connection that could be obtained
through SCTelcom’s fiber network in
Pratt. Kevin Hamm was impressed
with the seamless transition SCTel-

com managed from Stanion’s existing
data service provider. He also likes
the idea that SCTelcom can adjust the
speed of the connection on-the-fly
from their central office.

The complex constructed by Stanion
is very impressive and can be used as
a model for all businesses that have a

need to maintain operations during
and after catastrophic events. While
we certainly hope that emergency
business continuity operations are not
required for any business, Stanion
Wholesale Electric is ready should
the need arise.

By Eric Ryker
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